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Elementary Curriculum Based Agricultural Tours
Spring, Summer, Fall & Winter Tours.
Thank you, for choosing Puddicombe Farms for your Educational Experience. As an alternative to classroom learning your children can participate in the “see” and “do” learning experiences on a 225+ year old farm. Each tour may feature “Lil’ Pudd”, Niagara’s ﬁrst agricultural train, tractor pulled wagon rides. Children love learning about the needs of living things, growth, and the importance of agriculture today at Puddicombe Farms.
All Tours Include the Following
· A friendly and knowledgeable guide
· A wagon ride/train ride through the orchard and vineyards along the scenic Niagara Escarpment (weather permitting) (at least one estate ride/class)
· An up-close look at life on the farm and learning through play
· Programs tailored for the learning and experiences through the Ontario School Curriculum for students ranging from JK to Grade 4
· All your little farmers will have a chance to learn about life on the farm – from Springtime planting to the secrets of Winter
· All tours are $12.00 + tax/student = $13.56
Planning Your Trip to the Farm
· Please arrive at the farm a minimum 15 minutes before your designated field trip start time and we will meet your group to welcome you and orient you to the farm. 
· Farm experiences are conducted outside, rain or shine. Please inform all members of your group to dress for the weather and bring appropriate footwear (sandals are not recommended) - dress "warm and waterproof" on cool, rainy days; bring sunscreen, hats and drinking water on sunny days.
· An outdoor lunch space can be provided for each group visiting the farm. Morning bookings (start time 10:00 am) lunch is scheduled for 12-12:30pm, Mid-Day bookings (start time 11:30 am) lunch is scheduled for 11-11:30am. If you are enjoying lunch on the farm, please plan to bring a 'litter-less' lunch - any waste should be compostable, no plastic please.
While you’re at the farm everyone will receive
· Spring: Each student will receive their own planted plant or seed pack to take home
· Fall: Each class receives a pumpkin suitable for carving
· Fall: Each student will receive their own a mini pumpkin
· Spring/Winter: At least one (1) estate ride through the orchards, vineyards along the Niagara Escarpment
Farm Kingdom (March-June, September-November) 1.5 to 2-hour tour
Grade 1- 3
This section provides an opportunity for students to explore the concept of elemental guardians that contribute to maintaining the farm as a sustainable agricultural environment. The Natural Farm Element Guardians—Earth, Water, and Air—as well as the Flower Guardian and Woodland Guardian, will each be examined in detail. Students will engage in activities including explanation, exploration, investigation, and communication of these guardians through Mother Nature’s scavenger hunt.

Blossoms, Bee’s, and Spring Planting April-May 1.5 to 2-hour tour 
Grades JK-3
Students will be able to see the bee’s action firsthand while they play a significant role in food, farming, and the environment. They will also experience the sights of the beautiful blossoms on the fruit trees. While students are on their tour they will be observing by using all 5 senses, investigating bee equipment and how it works while experiencing the tactile feel of each, as well as investigating how each occupant of the bee colony works together to product honey. Students will plant a mini garden for your classroom.  Learn about how the sun, soil, and water help plants grow.

From the Farm to Your Table (April- October) 2-hour tour
Grades: 3-4
Students will learn the importance of agriculture in Ontario and the varied roles of farmers as they experience farm chores firsthand while taking part in some daily chores of a fruit farm. The farm to table program highlights the importance of eating locally grown produce, minimizing food and water waste, and composting, when possible, to reducing our ecological footprints within the greater context of climate action. Different areas of the farm involving storage facilities, transportation methods, & packaging/ marketing methods while figuring out the answers to a scavenger hunt. Discuss issues Farmers face with urban neighbours and communities. Students brainstorm solutions to these barriers. Students will receive a piece of seasonal fruit.

Fall Harvest (September – Apples, October-Pumpkins) 1.5 to 2-hour tour 
Grades: JK-4
Children can learn about different apple or pumpkin varieties, how trees or pumpkin plants grow, the importance of pollinators, and the lifecycle of the apples or pumpkins from blossom to harvest, as well as the proper picking technique and unique fun facts. Older grade students and adults can explore topics such as sustainable farming, soil health, and the business aspects of agriculture. While students are at the farm they will receive a seasonal fruit snack.
Each classroom teacher will receive one bag of apples picked by the class (for the apple program) or one carving pumpkin to take back to class.

Puddicombe Christmas Express (November & December)
Grades: JK-4
Celebrate the Christmas season with our version of the Whoville Express! Enjoy an Elf guided winter event at Puddicombe Estate. Children love taking part in an interactive holiday story told by one of the estate elves and enjoy nibbling on cookies and sipping on hot chocolate. Students will enjoy a Train ride (or wagon, weather permitting) with Saint Nick/Mr. Claus (Santa). Each student will create a special holiday Christmas craft and develop their writing skills or drawing skills as they have an opportunity to write a letter or draw a list to Saint Nick/Mr. Claus (Santa)

Puddicombe Secret Winter Express (November – March)
Grades JK-3
Explore the winter secrets on the farm with our version of the Jake Frost Express! Enjoy a Frost guided winter event at Puddicombe Estate. Children love taking part in an interactive winter magic story told by Frostpetal our farm winter fairy and enjoy nibbling on cookies and sipping on hot chocolate. Students will enjoy a Train ride (or wagon, weather permitting) where they use their 5 senses and answer the winter farm trivia questions.  Each student will create a special craft and develop their writing skills or drawing skills as they have an opportunity to write a letter or draw a wish list to Frostbloom Guardian new seasons wishes and secrets.
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